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      Comprehensive school-based health services have increased significantly over 
the past 20 years.  In this country, the number of comprehensive school health 
clinics has approximately quadrupled since 1994. (1-3,5) This model of health care 
delivery has been recognized as an effective means of providing quality healthcare 
for children while essentially eliminating all barriers to healthcare for those living in 
poor communities. (2-4). The barriers of cost, transportation, and hours of 
operation along with the lack of knowledge around what is appropriate health care 
are readily addressed through school based health clinics.  SBHCs successfully 
embody the key principles of a primary health care program that serves as a portal 
of entry for school-age children. For many children, the health centers are not just 
an entry point, but the sole source of health care, emotional and academic support, 
and professional advocacy. 

     There are over 2300 SBHCs nationally.  Georgia had only 2 centers from 1994 - 2010.  Partners for Equity in Child and 
Adolescent Health of the Department of Pediatrics at Emory University has worked with 44 counties throughout the state of 
Georgia to expand the number of SBHCs.  For the past 7 years, Partners has awarded 12 month planning grants to 
communities with the intent to mobilize the community around the health needs of its’ children, educate the public on the 
merits of SBHCs and develop SBHCs in the respective counties.  As a result of these planning grants, 28 comprehensive 
school-based health centers have been developed in Georgia and the total number should increase by the start of the 2018- 
2019 school year (see map on page 6).   
     This is a growing movement embraced by school districts, health providers and communities as a whole.  It is an answer 
to health access and academic challenges, especially in the rural communities (over 60% of SBHCs in GA are in rural 
counties), throughout the state.  We extend a heartfelt thanks to our partners in this work.  They include health care 
providers (i.e. federally qualified health centers), school districts, funders, community activists, state agencies, and 
advocacy groups (i.e. Voices for Georgia’s Children).  Through further growth and expansion of SBHCS, we can make a 
substantial difference in the lives of Georgia’s children and adolescents.
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GASBHA GOALS & OBJECTIVES

Increase access to healthcare for the uninsured, Medicaid, and CHIP 

eligible children and adolescents  

Improve health outcomes for underserved children and adolescents  

Improve academic achievement through reduced absenteeism 

Whitefoord Elementary and King Middle School (Atlanta, GA) 

Tiger Creek Elementary School (Tunnel Hill, GA) 

Turner Elementary School (Albany, GA)  

Lake Forest Elementary School (Sandy Springs, GA) 

Lamar County - health checks provided by local health department  

Johnson County Elementary School (Wrightsville, GA)  

North Clayton High School (College Park, GA)  

Alice Coachman Elementary School (Albany, GA)  

Albany Middle School - dental services - (Albany, GA)  

Gilbert Elementary School (Lafayette, GA) 

Ingram-Pye Elementary School (Macon, GA)  

Crisp County Elementary School (Cordele, GA) 

Chatsworth Elementary School (Chatsworth, GA) 

Chattahoochee County Elementary School (Cusseta, GA) 

Cooper-Carver Elementary School (Dawson, GA) 

Dooly County Elementary School (Pinehurst, GA) 

Dobbs Elementary (Atlanta, GA) 

L.P. Miles Elementary (Atlanta, GA) 

Taylor County Primary (Butler, GA) 

Taylor County Upper Elementary (Butler, GA) 

Coffee Middle (Douglas, GA) 

Burnett/Eastside Elementary (Douglasville, GA)

Westside Elementary (Rossville, GA) 

Hollis Innovation Academy (Atlanta, GA) 

College Park Elementary (College Park, GA) 

Tolbert Elementary (Resaca, GA) 

SOWEGA STEM Charter School (Shellman, GA) 

Turner Elementary (Rossville, GA)  

COMPREHENSIVE SBHCs CURRENTLY IN OPERATION
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A Featured Program: 

SBHC Service Sites 

Provided Services 

Adult 

Medical 

Care

Infant and 

Child 

Services 

Employer 

Services

Nutrition

General Dentistry 

for Adults and 

Children

Case 

Management

Our School-Based 
Health Centers

Open to: students, teachers and staff of the school system, 

parents, and community members  

Staffed with:  

(1) a pediatrician, 

(2) a nurse practitioner,  

(3) a general dentist,  

(4) a dental hygienist,  

(5) dietitian, nutritionist 

 (6) trained support staff 

The Benefits: For Students, 
Schools and Communities 

Increased access to primary and behavioral 

healthcare services 

Improved attendance and reduced absenteeism 

Reduction in the number of students sent home 

due to illness 

Reduced pharmacy costs for patients 

Reduced emergency room visits 

Reduced hospitalization for students with 

asthma 

Higher grade point averages for students 

Improved response to nutrition education and 

counseling for students with weight challenges 

For more information, visit: http://www.primaryhealthcarecenter.org/

GEORGIA

Catoosa County 

Tiger Care Clinic at Tiger Creek 

Elementary 

 Westside Elementary (via 

telehealth) 

Walker County
Gilbert Community Clinic

Rossville Health Clinic at 

Stonecreek Elementary (via 

telehealth)

Gordon County 

Fairmount Elementary (via telehealth)

Tolbert Elementary (via telehealth) 

opening in 2018
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Conversation w/ Sandy Matheson

Q: What factors contribute to the success of Primary Health Care Centers?  
A: We have a fabulous team that is very committed to our mission, is visionary and supported by great 
leadership. We always put the community first and have great partnerships within the community such as 
the school district, businesses, civic groups, county commissioners, and legislators.  

Q: What is the makeup of the patients that you serve? 
A: We see everyone regardless of their ability to pay, the insured and the uninsured. We see a lot of 
families. Our school-based programs have opened the door for us to be able to care for families along 
with students. We also see a lot of faculty from our school system and members of the community. I can't 
really say that there's one population that we see - we really try to see everyone.  

Q: What services other than medical do you provide at your SBHC locations?  
A: We have dental services at our Tiger Creek and Gilbert school-based health center locations. We also 
provide telehealth services at three sites: Westside School (Catoosa County), Stonecreek School (Walker 
County), and Fairmount School (Gordon County). Telehealth allows us to take care of students that would
not normally have the opportunity to be seen. Our SBHC telehealth program is part of our larger 
healthcare system which allows us to fulfill our mission of being in the community and providing quality 
healthcare where they are. 

Director of Development and Community Relations

Primary Healthcare Centers, Inc. 

Q: Are the PHC currently working on any new projects? Is there anything that we should be on the 
lookout for? 
A: We have two projects targeted for the 2018-2019 school year. We will expand the dental program in 
our southernmost clinic and continue to grow the Gordon county school system telehealth program.  

Q: What has been your greatest takeaway from doing this work? 
A: Knowing that people are able to have their needs met and that somehow we're making their day a little 
better. We're trying to introduce quality healthcare and dental care as early as possible rather than waiting 
for a serious health problem to arise.  

Q: What would you like people to know about school-based health centers? 
A: That they’re a wonderful way to take care of the medical and dental needs of students, their siblings 
and other family members, and school faculty and staff. All seem to appreciate the convenience of it - and 
that it's truly where we need to be. SBHC's benefits include healthier students, which translate to 
increased seat time and academic achievement. We've seen significant scores increase since we've been 
at Tiger Creek Elementary School. And that equals our slogan -  healthy children learn better. That also 
leads to a child that will graduate and become a productive member of the community and have a 
successful life.  
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News: 2017-18 Flu Season

The good news... Influenza is not inevitable!  

School-Based Health Centers are an 

excellent resource for students, 

school staff and the community to 

receive flu shots. 
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