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Chairman's Letter 

Vision and learning are intimately linked.  It is estimated that approximately 80 
percent of what a child learns is presented visually.  In order to be able to read, 
write, do math, or just see the board one must have good vision.  Even though 
learning disabilities do not include problems associated with poor vision, poor 
vision can contribute to learning problems.  This is the basis of vision screenings 
and exams which are performed in early childhood and continued periodically 
throughout the school aged years.  It is estimated that 25 percent of children in 
kindergarten through 6th grade have an undiagnosed vision problem that 
impedes learning. These exams and screenings can uncover problems with visual 
input and visual processing and integration.  Visual input problems can affect 
visual acuity which is traditionally measured by an eye chart. These are refractive 
errors which include nearsightedness, farsightedness and astigmatism. 

Visual processing problems highlight the connection between the eyes and the brain.  The brain, not the eyes, process the 
visual world.  There are several types of visual processing disorders that impact a child’s ability to learn even though they 
are also not considered a learning disability.  They include but are not limited to problems with visual discrimination, 
visual sequencing, letter and symbol reversal, long or short-term visual memory and visual-motor processing.  These 
disorders are diagnosed by a pediatric ophthalmologist and or neuropsychologist. 

Whether it’s a visual input or processing issue, the first step in evaluating the problem is a vision screen followed by an 
exam.  Vision screenings are usually performed in the pediatric office or in schools by the school nurse or local health care 
providers. If a child fails the screening, the next course of action is a comprehensive exam by an optometrist or 
ophthalmologist and procuring glasses if needed. This is where the system collapses for poor and underserved children. 
 Lack of communication and understanding, poor leave time from work, transportation and limited financial resources all 
contribute to the failure of families to follow through when further evaluation is required.  For the past 6 years, One Sight, 
‘an independent nonprofit providing access to quality vision care and glasses in underserved communities worldwide’, has 
provided vision screenings, exams, and glasses to school-aged children within schools located throughout the United States. 
 These centers eliminate the barriers to cost, transportation, and inadequate leave time from work that impede a child’s 
ability to receive further assessments and glasses.  The latest site to open is located at Alice Coachman Elementary School in 
Albany Georgia (Dougherty County). This is the first clinic of its kind in Georgia and will hopefully serve as a model in 
providing much needed vision care to underserved children throughout the state. 

Veda Johnson, MD 

Chair- Georgia School Based Health Alliance 

Director- PARTNERS for Equity in Child and Adolescent Health 
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Increase access to healthcare for the uninsured, 
Medicaid, and CHIP eligible children and 
adolescents
Improve health outcomes for undeserved children 
and adolescents
Improve academic achievement through reduced 
absenteeism

GASBHA Goals and Objectives 

 
 

2nd Annual School Based Health 
Statewide Conference 

  
Friday, May 10, 2019   

 
Key Note Speaker: 

 
 
 
  

Comprehensive SBHCs Currently in Operation  
 
Albany Middle School - dental services - (Albany, GA) 
Alice Coachman Elementary School (Albany, GA) 
Burnett/Eastside Elementary (Douglasville, GA) 
Chatsworth Elementary School (Chatsworth, GA) 
Chattahoochee County Elementary School (Cusseta, GA) 
Claxton Elementary School (Claxton, GA) 
Coffee Middle (Douglas, GA) 
College Park Elementary (College Park, GA) 
Cooper-Carver Elementary School (Dawson, GA) 
Crawfordville School (Crawfordville, GA) 
Crisp County Elementary School (Cordele, GA) 
Dobbs Elementary (Atlanta, GA) 
Dooly County Elementary School (Pinehurst, GA) 
Fairington Elementary (Lithonia, GA) 
Fairmount Elementary (Fairmount, GA) 
Flatrock Elementary (Lithonia, GA) 
Fox Elementary  (Columbus, GA) 
Gilbert Elementary School (Lafayette, GA) 
Hollis Innovation Academy (Atlanta, GA) 
Ingram-Pye Elementary School (Macon, GA) 
Johnson County Elementary School (Wrightsville, GA) 
King Middle (Atlanta, GA) 
L.P. Miles Elementary (Atlanta, GA) 
Lake Forest Elementary School (Sandy Springs, GA) 
Live Oak Elementary (Albany, GA) 
Mobile Unit- servicing 4 elementary schools 
North Clayton High School (College Park, GA) 
Panola Way Elementary (Lithonia, GA) 
Robert Harvey Elementary (Albany, GA) 
Snapfinger Elementary (Decatur, GA) 
SOWEGA STEM Charter School (Shellman, GA) 
Stone Creek Elementary - telehealth link to SBHC 
Taylor County Primary (Butler, GA) 
Taylor County Upper Elementary (Butler, GA) 
Thomas County Middle School (Thomasville, GA) 
Tiger Creek Elementary School (Tunnel Hill, GA) 
Tolbert Elementary (Resaca, GA) 
Turner Elementary (Rossville, GA) 
Turner Elementary School (Albany, GA) 
Westside Elementary (Rossville, GA) 
Whitefoord Elementary and King Middle School (Atlanta, GA) 

Upcoming Event 

Adam Foss 

Adam is the founder and president of Prosecutor 
Impact. He is a former Assistant District Attorney in 
the Suffolk County District Attorney’s Office (SCDAO) 
in Boston, MA. Adam is a fierce advocate for criminal 

justice reform and the importance of the role of the 
prosecutor in ending Mass Incarceration. 

Summary provided by prosecutorimpact.com 

Our Mission 

GASBHA advances the health and success of Georgia's 
children through community partnerships to develop 

and support SBHCs 
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A Featured Program: 
Alice Coachman Vision Center 

Eye Exams 
Treatment 
Glasses   

Students 
Siblings 
Teachers and Staff of 
Dougherty County 

Optometrist 
Optician 
Support Staff 

Location: Albany, Georgia 

Staffed By: Provided Services:Open to:
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Conversation with Clifton Bush 

Q: Please provide an overview of the purpose of the Vision Center? 
A: The Vision Center at Alice Coachman Elementary School provides eye exams, treatment, and eye 
glasses for the system’s 15, 000 students, siblings, and faculty. The Vision Clinic serves the entire 
Dougherty County School System from K-12 and also the entire Terrell County School System from 
K-12. 
 
Q: What prompted your team to apply for a vision center? When did the vision center open? 
A: The vision center opened on February 1, 2018. Our team applied for a vision center because we 
saw it as a need in our school system. Students are often referred because they do not pass their 
eye exam during medical appointments. Additionally, about 50% of parents do not go to their 
child's medical visits. We wanted to incentivize quality in order to expand vision services to affect 
students learning. 
 
Q: Please describe the process for applying for the grant? 
A: We applied for a grant through OneSight Foundation. We showed our partnerships throughout 
the school system and community. We received the grant based on our focus on sustainability and 
the need within the community. Our sustainability plan emphasizes access for the entire school 
system including student’s siblings. 
 
Q: How many staff members are at the Vision Center? 
A: We have two optometric technicians comprised of one optician who verifies and fits eyeglass 
lenses and frames. We have one optometrist who performs eye exams and vision tests. Our 
optometrist is responsible for diagnosing and treating conditions of our patients. 
 
 

Chief Operating Officer 
Albany Primary Healthcare 
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Conversation with Clifton Bush 

Q: How is the program ran? 
A: Parents sign consent forms that are sent out at the beginning of the school year for a vision, medical, 
dental and behavioral health appointment. We provide buses to transfer 10-15 students to the vision 
center daily. We receive referrals from providers at our school based health centers, from our regular 
pediatric sites, and teachers. Our optometry staff work at the school (Monday – Thursday) from 8am- 
12pm. Our optician helps students pick out their glasses. All eyeglass frames are on-site at the school. Once 
frames are selected, the prescription is sent to a lab. Within two weeks, the optician delivers the 
eyeglasses to the student’s school. Finally, we schedule yearly eye exams for students. 
 
Q: Do students without insurance have the opportunity to receive eyeglasses? 
A: Yes, through the grant at the OneSight Foundation, children 200% and below the Federal Poverty Level 
can receive free frames if they do not have Medicaid vision benefits, insurance with vision benefits or 
have not gotten a OneSight Foundation frame within the last year. The patients can also utilize Albany 
Area Primary Health Care, Inc. Sliding Fee Scale Discount Program. 
 
Q: How many glasses are provided to children? 
A: We have one SBHC Vision center established. Since the opening of the school site, we have provided 
over 300 eyeglass frames. 
 
Q: What’s one memorable moment from the opening of the Vision Center? 
A: A third grade student received eyeglasses from one of our clinics. The student started crying once she 
put on her new eyeglasses because she didn’t know the classroom walls had lines. Thanks to the 
Foundation the student was able to see! 
 
Q: How do you plan to measure academic success due to the vision center? 
A: In order to measure academic success due to the vision center, we plan to look at test scores and 
reading metrics once we receive children’s yearly exams to see if their academics have improved. 

Chief Operating Officer 
Albany Primary Healthcare 
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News: Flu Season 2018-2019 
Flu season is back again and begins as early as October and November. Flu season can peak 
between December and February. There are numerous benefits of receiving the vaccination: 

It is important to note that children with chronic health conditions such as 
obesity, asthma, and diabetes are at a higher risk of  complications from the flu. 
For example, if one has asthma, influenza can cause further inflammation of the 
airways and lungs, worsening asthma symptoms and asthma attacks. Also, 
if one has diabetes, the immune system may be weaker than normal.  

(1) Reduces the likelihood of getting sick with flu 
(2) Lowers risk of hospitalizations in some groups such as older 
adults, pregnant women, infants, children and people with chronic 
conditions (i.e. asthma, diabetes, and obesity) 
(3) Reduces missed work and school days 
(4) Reduces likelihood of death 

There is still time to get a flu vaccine! 
Some SBHCs offer the vaccination to students, 

faculty, and the community. 

References: 
1. Influenza (Flu). (2019, January 10). Retrieved January 1, 2019, from https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/season/flu-season-2018-2019.html 
2. Flu Vaccine Recommendations for 2018-2019. (2018, September 3). Retrieved January 1, 2019, from https://www.aap.org/en- 
us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/Pages/AAP-Issues-Flu-Vaccine-Recommendations-for-2018-2019.aspx 
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Georgia Comprehensive School 
Based Health Centers 

Key: 
Yellow: Currently Open 

Green: Opening Soon 


